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-“...Turandot, the pure, will be the bride
of the man, of royal blood,

who solves the enigmas

she asks him.

But whoever faces the trial

and is defeated,

must bow to the axe

his haughty head!...”

Turandot, by Giacomo Puccini
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Stranger, listen!

“In the gloomy night

an iridescent phantom flies.
It spreads its wings and rises
over infinite, black humanity!
Everyone invokes it,
everyone implores it!

But the phantom disappears at dawn
to be reborn in the heart!
And every night it's born,
and every day it dies!”

...it is Hope!

“It flickers like flame,

and not flame!

Sometimes it rages!

It’s feverish, impetuous, burning!
But idleness, changes it to languor!
If you're defeated or lost,

It grows cold!

If you dream of winning, it flames!
Its voice is faint, but you listen;

It gleams as bright as the sunset!”

...it is Blood!

“Ice that sets you on fire

and from your fire is more frosty!
White and dark!

If she sets you free,

She makes you a slave,

she makes you a king!”

Come, stranger!

You're pale with fright!

And you know you are lost!
Come, stranger, what is the frost
that gives off fire?”

...Turandot!
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